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Why it was created 

One of the tasks in the project was to establish a workflow that 
delivers refreshed instances of Catalogue of Life taxonomy within the 
very heterogeneous working platforms and portals of the global 
programme partners (GBIF, EBI, ECBOL, IUCN and LifeWatch), using a 
CoL download service as its base. 

http://www.catalogueoflife.org/DCA_Export 
(requires login) 

http://www.catalogueoflife.org/DCA_Export


Download service in the i4Life Workflow 



DwCA Download Service Features 
V1.0 release datum: 1 Jun 2011  
V1.1 release datum: 5 Dec 2011 
V1.2 release datum: 31 Jan 2012 
V1.3 release datum: 12 Oct 2012 
 
Latest: v1.3 r202 (July 2013) 
  

• Download the complete, latest CoL taxonomy 
• Download an earlier CoL taxonomy 
• Download a taxonomic group from the CoL 
• Download a set with the ‘core fields’ 
• Download only higher classification 
• Use the GUI to download 
• Use the Webservices to download 
• Use the import scripts to import the DwCA data in a SQL database 
 

Import example: import_windows -u user -d database 
 



Darwin Core Archive (DwCA) Format 



Darwin Core Archive (DwCA) Format 

GUI 


